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INTRODUCTION


It would have been wonderful to live in Jesus’ day and to see Him at work in His ministry. Just think! We would be able to hear His voice and His powerful message. We would be able to see His glorious power at work in the lives of those He blessed in one way or another. We would be able to see, and perhaps feel, His marvelous touch as He graced many different people in need of what only He could do. I want us to look in on His ministry today and watch Him as He touches various people. In each occasion, we also see their reaction to His blessing.
I. WE SEE JESUS TOUCHING THE UNTOUCHABLE.

1. He touched a leper in verses 1-3—unthinkable!

2. He healed the leper—impossible!

3. Reaction: The healed man gave the required gift at the Temple--a testimony to all.

Jesus is not afraid to touch the untouchable, to help the helpless, to show kindness to the distressed, to be a Friend to the friendless.

II. WE SEE JESUS TOUCHING THE BODY.

1. He touched a fevered hand (Peter’s mother in law)—vv. 14-15. Reaction: Service.
2. He touched blind eyes.

(1) In Matt 9:27-29, He healed two men. Reaction: Disobedience.

(2) In Matt 20:29-34, He healed two more men. Reaction: Followed Jesus.

3. He touched ears (and a tongue).

(1) In Mark 7:31-35, He healed the deaf mute. Reaction: Spoke clearly.

(2) In Luke 22:47-53, He healed the severed ear. Reaction: Disciples protected.

“Shackled by a heavy burden; ‘Neath a load of guilt and shame.

Then the hand of Jesus touched me, And now I am no longer the same.

He touched me! Oh, He touched me, and O the joy that fills my soul!
Something happened and now I know: He touched me and made me whole!”

III. WE SEE JESUS TOUCHING THE SPIRIT.

1. He touched the fearful disciples—Matt 17:5-8. Reaction: Assurance; no fear.

2. He touched the little babies—Mark 10:13-16. Reaction: Blessed.

3. He took a little child in His arms—Mark 9:36-37. Reaction: Welcomed.
“There are days so dark that I seek in vain for the face of my Friend divine;
But, though darkness hide, he is there to guide by the touch of His hand on mine.
Oh, the touch of His hand on mine! Oh, the touch of His hand on mine! 

There is grace and power in the trying hour in the touch of His hand on mine.”

CONCLUSION


The story has been told again and again of an auctioneer who opened up a battered case and held up an old weathered and scratched violin. The bidding began: $1.00, $2.00, $3.00. The auctioneer asked, “Will you offer no more for this old violin?” Before he could ring down the gavel and say, “Sold!” an old man sitting in the back asked if he might play the violin. He lovingly picked it up, tuned the strings, and got out the bow with its broken strands. Then, he played “Amazing Grace.” There was not a dry eye when the bidding began again: $1,000, $2,000, $3,000. “Sold!” A surprised young man asked what made the difference in the price? The auctioneer answered, “It was the touch of the master’s hand.” 
Friends, the touch of the Master’s hand can also make an immeasurable difference in your life today. If you are an unbeliever, He stands ready to welcome you and give your life value! If you are a believer, He stands ready to give you blessing and assurance! Will you let the Master touch you today?
